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Matsumoto Home-stay

Master Student, Peace and Conflict Studies
Maria Elisa PINTO
(Colombia)

Since I came to Japan, I had always wanted to

have the experience of living with a Japanese

family. In my case, it has become somehow

difficult to get to know more about the Japanese

culture and society since I have a minimum

knowledge of Japanese. Thus, having this

opportunity for a couple of days was going to be
an excellent chance to do so.

From the first email I received from my

host mother, Yukiko san, I knew that this was
going to be an amazing experience. She was
very welcoming from the beginning and
described to me briefly the members of my new
host family, their occupations, and their hobbies,
so I got a previous idea of my host-sisters and
host father before arriving to spend 5 wonderful
days at their home in Matsumoto. Certainly,
Yukiko-san welcomed me at her place like
another daughter and the whole family made
me feels that way. Although her two daughters,
Akane and Ami, live in Tokyo, they both came to
spend some days with me, which was an
incredible gesture that I really appreciate.

In general, my expectations were
completely fulfilled and even more. During the
home-stay I did many different and interesting
activities. We visited the impressive castle of
Matsumoto and the Museum of Contemporary
Art where the work of the famous artist Yayoi
Kusama was exhibited. We also went to the
surroundings of Matsumoto where we visited
and enjoyed a

some Wasabi plantations

beautiful view composed by a chain of
mountains with snow on the top; it was
absolutely beautiful. We also had very delicious
Japanese food like sukiyaki (with the renowned
Kobe beef); sashimi, sushi, and yakisoba. But
most of all, we had very interesting and
pleasant chats where we got to know each other,
as well as our own cultures and traditions.

I this

home-stay experience. For me, it was not only

would really recommend
about knowing the Japanese culture and society
through living with a Japanese family; most of
all, it was the beginning of a lasting friendship
with very special persons that made me feel at

home.
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My experience attending
Kabuki performance in Tokyo
Duhoki Muhammad (Iraq)
AFBEATHAER PCSO—X

(:#¢Peace and Conflict Studies, ‘Finiscirs)

2010-07-04 there was a
of kabuki
Appreciation  class the
National Theatre in Tokyo. The

performance

in

international student support

association invited us to attend; :
the ticket price was 3800 yen but we only paid
500 yen for signing up. The Kabuki is a
Japanese traditional and classical performance
that has been performed since 400 years so far.
It's a combination of drama, dancing and
playing music with traditional instruments
such as Shamisen. All together gives social
stories of Japanese people in their land.

Before my coming to Japan for studying,
my image on Japanese women was an eastern
aspect, respecting, loving and helping the
husband. Even having some customs of showing
the loyalty to him. But what I heard about the
position of the woman in the society, I got the
image that Japan is a men dominant society.
Kabuki play showed me something very unique,
not impossible, but real. The reason of the
Japanese woman, smart and trying to
understand and figure out what is going on
around her. So how do the women know that
their men are cheating them or deceiving them
by having a lover?

The story of this Kabuki play is about
Daimyo (Feudal Lord) and his wife. The man
Yamakage Ukyo was attempting to see his
lover behind his wife ‘Tamanoi’. The wife always
was beside him because of her special love to
him. Therefore, how the man will be able to see

his lover?
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The man pretended that he was going
to isolate himself in his alter room to do “Zen
meditation’ (Zazen). He asked his vassal Taro
Kaja to replace him to leave the house secretly
without his wife to be aware of that.

In a moment, she knew that she is
deceived, what is the best and reasonable way
to show she is not, she went to the alter room
asking the faked person under the cover
meditating- my husband, I am concerned about
you, please have some tea. But the person was
not her husband, he is someone else ‘Taro’, so,
she kicked him out and replaced him. So she is
meditating now, waiting for her husband to
return next morning. When he came back drunk,
he didn’t know that his wife is replacing Taro.
When he realized it’s his wife, he shocked that
his fact revealed.

In that play, I understood that the
Japanese woman beside all her merits she is a
powerful woman. The man was confusing what
to say and how to justify. That was the pure fact
of how smart was the wife.

I think if we want to get to know a
certain society we have to know their
performances and stories that shape the past
and modern times of the society. Personally,
music also is an important thing to understand
the feelings of the people with no speaking
language. In addition, woman has her unique
position in the society and specifically in the
family. Therefore, knowing her style of life also

gives a detailed aspect of the society.
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A master in Ikebana ?

EEDFEBICSMLT
I SEP
BRI UFTHA (Y RT=7)

I would like to express my thanks to
the people that provided a great opportunity to
try out Japanese flower arrangement at the

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. It was a

first such experience to me and the other
International students.

Me and my friend literally side-walked
into the room it was held, and because we were
the only ones there the lovely old lady from the
neighborhood has approached us to offer a free
Tkebana lesson. We were first asked to pick the
branches and flowers for our arrangement. You
are meant to choose two pieces of the same
branch, which is as it literally sounds a wild
plant with less leaves and blossoms, and the
two each of two different flowers that would be
the base of the arrangement. The key to setting
up an arrangement successfully is to have a
right balance of length between the different
flowers used. To start, branches become the
support of the display being cut at 60cm length
and placed at the back of the bouquet. The other
two types of flowers are cut at 40cm and 20cm
respectively and will stand for the front of the
set up. We would then trim the leaves for a more
elegant and lighter effect. Although technical
advice of getting the right proportions is the key,
the teacher’s sensitivity as to where to face the
blossoms and where to bend the branch for the
most sophisticated shapes was the most
impressive thing. Just by slightly twisting the
rod, the effect of the arrangement totally
changes giving a whole new look and feeling. I
was surprised to see such wild bland plants can
be turned into a dramatic piece of art.

Although I haven’t become a master in
Ikebana, I believe I have not just had great fun
but had a chance to witness how Japanese are

able to live esthetically and in harmony with

Nature.
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